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we may well doubt whether any great use was made of it at all. But the use of pebbles to reckon with is attested by several writers. In Aristophanes (Wasps, 656-64) Bdelycleon tells his father to do an easy sum ' not with pebbles but with fingers', as much as to say, ' There is no need to use pebbles for this sum; you can do it on your fingers.' fi The income of the state', he says, ' is 2000 talents; the yearly payment to the 6000 dicasts is only 150 talents/ ' Why', answers the old man; ' we don't get a tenth of the revenue/ The calculation in this case amounted to multiplying 150 by 10 to show that the product is less than 2000. But more to the purpose are the following allusions. Herodotus says that, in reckoning with pebbles, as in writing, the Greeks move their hand from left to right, the Egyptians from right to leftl; this indicates that the columns were vertical, facing the reckoner. Diogenes Laertius attributes to Solon a statement that those who had influence with tyrants were like the pebbles on a reckoning-board, because they sometimes stood for more and sometimes for less.2 A character in a fourth-century comedy asks for an •abacus and pebbles to do his accounts.3 But most definite of all is a remark of Polybius that ' These men are really like the pebbles on reckoning-boards. For the latter, according to the pleasure of the reckoner, have the value, now of a XaA/co£?y (Jth of an obol or ^§-th of a drachma), and the next moment of a talent/ 4 The passages of Diogenes Laertius and Polybius both indicate that the pebbles were not fixed in the columns, but could be transferred from one to another, and the latter passage has some significance in relation to the Salaminian table presently to be mentioned, because the talent and the ^aX/couy are actually the extreme denominations on one side of the table.
Two relics other than the Salaminian table may throw some light on the subject. First, the so-called Darius-vase found at Canosa (Canusiurn), south-west of Barletta, represents a collector of tribute of distressful countenance with a table in front of him having pebbles, or (as some maintain) coins, upon it and, on the right-hand edge, beginning on the side farthest away and written in the direction towards him, the letters
'      3 Herodotus, ii. c. 36.	2 Diog. L. i. 59.
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